About the CUNY Photonics Initiative

The City University of New York (CUNY) established the Flagship Photonics Initiative in 2000
to position itself to become one of the top university photonics research centers in the U.S.

and as a national resource for multidisciplinary applications of photonics. The mission of the TH E C | TY U N |VE RS | TY OF N EW YOR K

Initiative is to:

A Establish CUNY as one of the foremost photonics research institutions by attracting top-
quality researchers to complement and strengthen our existing capabilities;

A Develop a top-notch graduate-level multidisciplinary photonics education program, in . -
cooperation with appropriate science and engineering departments, providing students with C U N Y P h OtO ni CS Sym pOS| U m 2003
academic and industrial research opportunities;

A Support economic development through technology transfer, research agreements, start-ups,

spin-offs and incubator and accelerator facilities. Th e C U N Y P h OtO n | CS I n |t| atlve

The Photonics Initiative builds on existing strengths. CUNY is home to the NYS Center for
Advanced Technology in Ultrafast Photonics (CAT), a multi-campus center that creates positive
economic impact and advances photonics research. The Institute for Ultrafast Spectroscopy and
Lasers at City College was recently designated as the Center for Optical Sensing and Imaging
(NASA) and the Center for Nanoscale Photonics Emitters and Sensors (DOD). Over pfty faculty
members are engaged in signipcant photonics research at CUNY. Thursday, November 13, 2003
The Photonics Initiative calls for the creation of approximately pfteen new faculty positions 9:00 am T 1:00 pm

throughout the university (eight have been plled to date). Campuses are targeted for new
faculty in areas of expertise that build on and expand existing strengths: Brooklyn College in
semiconductor physics; City College in biomedical optical imaging, MEMS, laser development

Gt computing and lophotonics, Gueens Cllege it pholoni bandgap mteralsan e The Graduate Center
College of Staten Island in optical polymer materials. The Clty University of New York

365 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Also planned is development of a Photonics Facility and Compact Device Center at CCNY
to house laboratories for device fabrication, a clean room, and material processing, as well
as laboratories and ofpces for photonics faculty, and the photonics educational program. In
addition, a Photonics Accelerator will provide space, technical expertise and research facilities for

small and start-up photonics companies seeking to expand their operations. - _I

The Photonics Initiative is administered by the CUNY Ofpce of Academic Affairs under the
guidance of Dr. Gillian Small, University Associate Dean for Research. Dr. Robert R. Alfano,
Director of several Photonics-related Centers, serves as scientipc coordinator. For further
information about the Photonics Initiative, please contact Dr. Alfano at 212-650-5531 or
ralfano@ccny.cuny.edu.







